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• M, 65aa 
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Galli-Galli disease 
• Originally reported by Bardach et al. in 1982, who described  

the disease in two brothers 

• A rare acantholytic variant of Dowling-Degos Disease 
(reticulated pigmented anomaly of the flexures), 

• Autosomal dominant genodermatosis  

• Approximately 30 cases reported in the literature 

• Mutations in the keratin 5 gene (KRT5) have been identified in 
the majority of patients with DDD and in a small number of 
patients with GGD 



Galli-Galli disease 
• Redish-brown, hyperkeratotic, scaly, pruritic papules 

• Confluent, reticulated hyperpigmented macules 

• Involvement of trunk, neck, and both flexor and extensor surfaces 
of the extremities (vs. Dowling Degos) 

• No perioral scars, palmar pits, or nail changes 

• Histopathologically, there is acantholysis and suparabasal lacunae 

• Elongated epidermal rete ridges with bud-like filiform projections, 
suprapapillary thinning 

• Hyperpigmentation of basal layer 



Atypical variant of Galli–Galli disease 

• Recently, an atypical variant of Galli–Galli disease, 
characterized by localized, erythematous, excoriated 
papules and brown lentigo-like macules on the trunk 
and the extremities 

• in the absence of reticulate hyperpigmentation of 
the flexures, has been described 

El Shabrawi-Caelen L, Ru¨tten A, Kerl H. The expanding spectrum of 
Galli-Galli disease. J Am Acad Dermatol. 2007;56:S86–S91. 

Mota R, Reifenberger J, et al. Classical and atypical presentations 
of Galli-Galli disease . Hautarzt. 2010;284:284–286. 



d.d. Grover’s disease  

• transient acantholytic dermatosis 

• is a transient dermatosis which clinically 
presents as an eruption of erythematous 
excoriated papules located on the trunk  

• histologically characterized by dyskeratosis 
and acantholysis 





Tognetti L, Nami N, Fimiani M, Rubegni P. 

Temporal coincidence of the skin clearing of Gover’s disease with the melanoma excision is 
highly suggestive of a pathogenetic correlation 




